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ABSTRACT

Ernest Volwi ler begins this interview by briefly discussing
his early years in Chio, leading to college study at M am
University, where he first becanme interested in chemstry. He
recoll ects the influence of faculty there and his wish to
undertake graduate studies at the University of Illinois. The
recounts the circunstances of his decision to proceed to the
Ph.D. program after conpletion of his Master's degree. Research
work with roger Adans and the summer organi c chem cals production
enterprise helped to introduce Volwiler to drug synthesis. H's
| ong career with Abbott |aboratories started in organic
synt hesi s, including some plant production responsibilities.

Volwi ler recalls Dr. Abbott as well as sonme of his fell ow workers
in the laboratories in the 1920s and 1930s. Wrld War Il saw the
production of penicillin and conpany expansion. Volw ler was a
menber of the pharmaceutics investigating teamsent to Gernmany

i medi ately after the end of the war and he describes his
experiences there. Post-war advancenent led Volwiler to the
presi dency of Abbott Laboratories and he tells how he trimred the
production line and initiated devel opnent into new areas. Hi s
ACS activities culmnated in his election as Society President in
1950. Volwiler ends his interview with Bohning by reflecting on
the nature of the nodern pharnaceutical industry.

I NTERVI EVER

Janes J. Bohning holds the B.S., MS., and Ph.D.
degrees in chem stry, and has been a nenber of the chem stry
faculty at Wl kes Col |l ege since 1959. He was chair of the
Chem stry Departnent for sixteen years, and was appointed chair
of the Departnent of Earth and Environnental Sciences in 1988.

He has been associated with the devel opnent and managenent of the
oral history program at the Beckman Center since 1985, and was

el ected Chair of the Division of the Hi story of Chem stry of the
American Chem cal Society for 1987.
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