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ABSTRACT

Mal col m Renfrew grew up in the northwest. Despite an early
interest in nusic, drama, and the arts, Renfrew studied chem stry
at the University of ldaho, in part influenced by a chem st uncle.
After serving as a teaching assistant in both physics and chemi stry
and conpleting a Masters thesis, he joined George G ockler at
M nnesota for research on Raman spectroscopy. He recalls
contenporaries at both Moscow and M nneapolis as well as a sunmer
spent on the road with a tent show. Wen Renfrew joined the
Arlington | aboratories of Du Pont he was nuch involved with
pl asti cs devel opnent, especially of Teflon and he recalls the
ent husi astic interest aroused by the disclosure of its properties
at an ACS neeting in 1946. Malcol m Renfrew has | ong had a speci al
interest in health and safety in the chem cal environnment and he
recounts | aboratory accidents during the devel opment of PTFE
After moving to General MIIs and then to Spencer Kell ogg,
ascendi ng the research managenent | adder, Renfrew went back to his
alma mater in 1959 as head of physical science. He conpletes the
interviewwth an account of his return to teaching.

| NTERVI EMER

James J. Bohning holds the B.S., MS., and Ph.D. degrees in
chem stry, and has been a nenmber of the chem stry faculty at WI kes
Col |l ege since 1959. He was a chair of the Chemistry Departnent for
si xteen years, and was appoi nted chair of the Departrment of Earth
and Environmental Sciences since 1985, and was el ected Chair of the
Division of the History of Chem stry of the Anerican Chem cal
Soci ety for 1987.
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