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ABSTRACT

Li nus Pauling begins this interview by describing his early
interest in science. Wile growng up in Portland, Oegon, he
coll ected | aboratory equi pnent and carried out chem stry
experiments in his home. He also worked in the chemistry
| aboratory of his high school. Pauling supported hinself through
hi s undergraduate years at Oregon State Agricultural College by
working in the chem stry departnment stockroom and assisting an
engi neering professor. During graduate school at Caltech, he
| earned x-ray crystall ography from Roscoe Di cki nson and publi shed
his first paper. Pauling continued to use crystallography to
attack nore conpl ex chem cal problenms. |In 1926, Pauling was
awar ded a Guggenhei m Fel | owshi ps to study in Europe. |In Zirich,
he carried out research on the interaction of two helium atons
which later led himto develop the theory of the three-electron
bond. Pauling concludes this interviewwith his return to
Caltech as assistant professor of chem stry.

| NTERVI EVEER

Jeffrey L. Sturchio received an A B. in history from
Princeton University and a Ph.D. in the history and soci ol ogy of
science fromthe University of Pennsylvania. He was Associate
Director of the Beckman Center for the History of Chemi stry from
1984 to 1988, and has held teachi ng appoi ntnents at the New
Jersey Institute of Technol ogy, Rutgers University, and the
Uni versity of Pennsylvania as well as a fellowship at the
Sm thsoni an Institution's National Miseum of Anerican History.
After a sojourn on the senior staff of the AT&T Archives, Dr.
Sturchio joined Merck & Co., Inc. as Corporate Archivist in June
1989. He is currently Director, Science & Technology Policy, in
the Public Affairs Departnent at Merck
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