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            Donald Othmer begins the interview by sharing memories of his childhood in Omaha, Nebraska, his parents, and his schooling. He tells of his experiences as a student at the Armour Institute, the University of Nebraska, and the University of Michigan. Othmer later describes his years at Eastman Kodak, his accomplishments there and his reasons for leaving to produce his own material. He then discusses the early years at Poly Tech and the students he helped shape. Othmer also talk about his industrial work over the years. He describes his adventures in Burma and his association with the Government during World War II. He continues by recounting his experimental endeavors, his patents, and the inception of the Encyclopedia of Chemical technology. Othmer concludes by discussing the Chemists' Club, his life in Brooklyn, and the past and future of chemistry.
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  About the Interviewer


  
      James J. Bohning was professor emeritus of chemistry at Wilkes University, where he had been a faculty member from 1959 to 1990. He served there as chemistry department chair from 1970 to 1986 and environmental science department chair from 1987 to 1990. Bohning was chair of the American Chemical Society’s Division of the History of Chemistry in 1986; he received the division’s Outstanding Paper Award in 1989 and presented more than forty papers at national meetings of the society. Bohning was on the advisory committee of the society’s National Historic Chemical Landmarks Program from its inception in 1992 through 2001 and is currently a consultant to the committee. He developed the oral history program of the Chemical Heritage Foundation, and he was CHF’s director of oral history from 1990 to 1995. From 1995 to 1998, Bohning was a science writer for the News Service group of the American Chemical Society. In May 2005, he received the Joseph Priestley Service Award from the Susquehanna Valley Section of the American Chemical Society.  Bohning passed away in September 2011.
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              	Born		May 11, 1904
	Omaha, Nebraska, United States


	Died		November 01, 1995
	New York City, New York, United States





  Education


  
    	Year	Institution	Degree	Discipline
	1923	Illinois Institute of Technology		
	1924	University of Nebraska	BChE	
	1925	University of Michigan	MCHE	
	2016	University of Michigan	PhD	Chemical Engineering
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	1981	Hall of Fame, Illinois Institute of Technology
	1987	Mayor's Award of Honor for Science and Technology, New York City
	1989	Outstanding Alumnus Award, University of Nebraska
	1989	Citation for Improvement of the Quality of Life, Borough of Brooklyn
	1989	Award for Significant Contributions to the Polytechnic University
	1991	Founders Award, American Institute of Chemical Engineers






          Cite as

  
      See our FAQ page to learn how to cite an oral history.

  



        




        
            
    
        
  
    
      [image: ]

  


  
    
      
        Transcript (Published Version)
    

      
        PDF — 1.7 MB
othmer_df_0035_FULL.pdf
      

  


  
    DownloadRights
[image: ] BY-NC-ND 4.0
Download selected document
Original filePDF — 1.7 MB


  




      The published version of the transcript may diverge from the interview audio due to edits to the transcript made by staff of the Center for Oral History, often at the request of the interviewee, during the transcript review process.

    

  


  
      Complete Interview Audio File Web-quality download
  

  
    
      
        
        Web-quality M4A
      
    

    
      270 MB
    

  




    20 Separate Interview Segments
  Archival-quality downloads




    

        
          
            
          
        



      
          
            othmer_df_0035_1-1.mp3
            
              starts at 00:00:00
            

          
      

      
        DownloadRights
[image: ] BY-NC-ND 4.0
Download selected file
Original fileMP3 — 34.3 MB


      

    

    

        
          
            
          
        



      
          
            othmer_df_0035_1-2.mp3
            
              starts at 00:29:59
            

          
      

      
        DownloadRights
[image: ] BY-NC-ND 4.0
Download selected file
Original fileMP3 — 32.2 MB


      

    

    

        
          
            
          
        



      
          
            othmer_df_0035_1-3.mp3
            
              starts at 00:58:06
            

          
      

      
        DownloadRights
[image: ] BY-NC-ND 4.0
Download selected file
Original fileMP3 — 35.4 MB


      

    

    

        
          
            
          
        



      
          
            othmer_df_0035_1-4.mp3
            
              starts at 01:29:03
            

          
      

      
        DownloadRights
[image: ] BY-NC-ND 4.0
Download selected file
Original fileMP3 — 35.6 MB


      

    

    

        
          
            
          
        



      
          
            othmer_df_0035_1-5.mp3
            
              starts at 02:00:11
            

          
      

      
        DownloadRights
[image: ] BY-NC-ND 4.0
Download selected file
Original fileMP3 — 36.4 MB


      

    

    

        
          
            
          
        



      
          
            othmer_df_0035_1-6.mp3
            
              starts at 02:32:01
            

          
      

      
        DownloadRights
[image: ] BY-NC-ND 4.0
Download selected file
Original fileMP3 — 36.4 MB


      

    

    

        
          
            
          
        



      
          
            othmer_df_0035_1-7.mp3
            
              starts at 03:03:47
            

          
      

      
        DownloadRights
[image: ] BY-NC-ND 4.0
Download selected file
Original fileMP3 — 21.1 MB


      

    

    

        
          
            
          
        



      
          
            othmer_df_0035_2-1.mp3
            
              starts at 03:22:13
            

          
      

      
        DownloadRights
[image: ] BY-NC-ND 4.0
Download selected file
Original fileMP3 — 35.4 MB


      

    

    

        
          
            
          
        



      
          
            othmer_df_0035_2-2.mp3
            
              starts at 03:53:07
            

          
      

      
        DownloadRights
[image: ] BY-NC-ND 4.0
Download selected file
Original fileMP3 — 34.8 MB


      

    

    

        
          
            
          
        



      
          
            othmer_df_0035_2-3.mp3
            
              starts at 04:23:32
            

          
      

      
        DownloadRights
[image: ] BY-NC-ND 4.0
Download selected file
Original fileMP3 — 36.5 MB


      

    

    

        
          
            
          
        



      
          
            othmer_df_0035_2-4.mp3
            
              starts at 04:55:28
            

          
      

      
        DownloadRights
[image: ] BY-NC-ND 4.0
Download selected file
Original fileMP3 — 33.4 MB


      

    

    

        
          
            
          
        



      
          
            othmer_df_0035_2-5.mp3
            
              starts at 05:24:40
            

          
      

      
        DownloadRights
[image: ] BY-NC-ND 4.0
Download selected file
Original fileMP3 — 34.8 MB


      

    

    

        
          
            
          
        



      
          
            othmer_df_0035_2-6.mp3
            
              starts at 05:55:07
            

          
      

      
        DownloadRights
[image: ] BY-NC-ND 4.0
Download selected file
Original fileMP3 — 27.6 MB


      

    

    

        
          
            
          
        



      
          
            othmer_df_0035_3-1.mp3
            
              starts at 06:19:11
            

          
      

      
        DownloadRights
[image: ] BY-NC-ND 4.0
Download selected file
Original fileMP3 — 35.6 MB


      

    

    

        
          
            
          
        



      
          
            othmer_df_0035_3-2.mp3
            
              starts at 06:50:20
            

          
      

      
        DownloadRights
[image: ] BY-NC-ND 4.0
Download selected file
Original fileMP3 — 36.1 MB


      

    

    

        
          
            
          
        



      
          
            othmer_df_0035_3-3.mp3
            
              starts at 07:21:52
            

          
      

      
        DownloadRights
[image: ] BY-NC-ND 4.0
Download selected file
Original fileMP3 — 36.5 MB


      

    

    

        
          
            
          
        



      
          
            othmer_df_0035_3-4.mp3
            
              starts at 07:53:45
            

          
      

      
        DownloadRights
[image: ] BY-NC-ND 4.0
Download selected file
Original fileMP3 — 35.7 MB


      

    

    

        
          
            
          
        



      
          
            othmer_df_0035_3-5.mp3
            
              starts at 08:24:54
            

          
      

      
        DownloadRights
[image: ] BY-NC-ND 4.0
Download selected file
Original fileMP3 — 35.5 MB


      

    

    

        
          
            
          
        



      
          
            othmer_df_0035_3-6.mp3
            
              starts at 08:55:58
            

          
      

      
        DownloadRights
[image: ] BY-NC-ND 4.0
Download selected file
Original fileMP3 — 35.3 MB


      

    

    

        
          
            
          
        



      
          
            othmer_df_0035_3-7.mp3
            
              starts at 09:26:51
            

          
      

      
        DownloadRights
[image: ] BY-NC-ND 4.0
Download selected file
Original fileMP3 — 6.0 MB


      

    





        

      

  





  
    
      
        Share link to this page

        
          ×
        
      

      

        
          
            
              
                
                Link
              
            


            

            
              
                 Copy
              
            

          

        

        
          
          
            Start audio at 
          
        


      

      
        Close
      

    

  




            
        

    

    
  
    
    

  





      
        
          The Science History Institute recognizes there are materials in our collections that may be offensive or harmful, containing racist, sexist, Eurocentric, ableist, or homophobic language or depictions. The history of science is not exempt from beliefs or practices harmful to traditionally marginalized groups. The Institute is engaged in ongoing efforts to responsibly present and address the evidence of oppression and injustice inextricable from the history of science. If you would like to learn more about our ongoing efforts or if you encounter harmful, inaccurate, or insufficient descriptions, please contact us at digital@sciencehistory.org.
        

      
    
    
        
            Digital Collections


            	About
	FAQ
	Contact


        

    


    

        
            
                
                    
                        [image: Science History Institute]
                    
                    
                        315 Chestnut Street

                            Philadelphia, PA 19106

                            215.925.2222

                            info@sciencehistory.org
                        

                    

                

                
                    
                        	About
	
                                Leadership
                            
	
                                Staff & Fellows
                            
	
                                Projects & Initiatives
                            
	
                                Awards Program
                            
	
                                News
                            
	Pressroom
	
                                Careers
                            


                    
                

                
                    
                        	MUSEUM HOURS
	Wednesday: 10am-5pm
	Thursday: 10am-5pm
	Friday: 10am-5pm
	Saturday: 10am-5pm
	Sunday: Closed
	Monday: Closed
	Tuesday: Closed


                    
                

                
                    
                        	
                                See an Exhibition
                            
	
                                Schedule a Library Visit
                            
	
                                Host An Event
	
                                Contact Us
                            
	
                                Support Us
                            


                    
                    
                        
                            [image: Facebook]
                        
                        
                            [image: Twitter]
                        
                        
                            [image: Instagram]
                        
                        
                            [image: YouTube]
                        
                    

                

            

            
                	© 2023 Science History Institute
	Registered 501(c)(3)
	EIN: 22-2817365
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use
	Accessibility


            

        

    



  