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ABSTRACT

In this first of three interviews Herman Mark starts with
his study of relatively stable free radicals under the direction
of Wl helmSchlenk, first in Vienna and then in Berlin. After a
post-doctoral period at the University of Berlin, Mark was
invited by Haber to join the Kaiser Wlhelmlnstitute at Dahl em
There Mark col |l aborated with Pol anyi and ot her coll eagues in
using x-ray diffraction to establish the crystal structures of
smal | organic nol ecules and netals. This work was extended to
natural |l y-occurring organic materials such as cellul ose and silk;
as a consequence Mark was able to play an inportant role at the
critical 1926 neeting in Dissel dorf which brought together
St audi nger and the opponents of the macronol ecul ar hypot hesi s.

Mark's next nove was to |.G Farben where he established a
pol yner | aboratory and first collaborated with Kurt Meyer, with
whom he published the pioneering x-ray crystall ographic structure
of cellulose. WMark describes the |aboratories, research
directions and col | eagues during his stay at Ludw gshafen. The
worsening political climate in Germany pronpted Mark to accept a
chair at his alma mater; back in Vienna he set up the first
conpr ehensi ve pol ymer research and teaching institute. Mark
concludes this interview by describing the circunstances of an
approach fromthe Canadi an I nternational paper Conpany and his
deci sion to | eave Austri a.

The second interview details his experiences in the Canadi an
paper industry and his early ventures into publishing with the
first of the Polyner Monograph series. Mark expl ains how he was
able to resune an academi c career by starting the polymer program
at Brooklyn Polytechnic Institute, which soon becane worl d-
renowned. The war-time years brought new projects and young
faculty to Brooklyn. Mark briefly describes this period before
going on to the i medi ate post-war era and the | ater expansion of
t he Pol ymer Research Institute, which fornms the introductory
section of the final interview In this interview Mark tells of
his part in the formation of the literature of polyner science
and technol ogy; journals, nonographs, reference books and
encycl opedias. Mark's many international collaborations are
outlined, spanning a pre-war expedition to a Caucasian glacier to
a denonstration of the nylon rope trick to Enperor Hirohito.
Finally, Mark refers to his nore recent research interests and
descri bes the changes in research funding that have taken pl ace
during the past four decades.

| NTERVI EVERS

Jeffrey L. Sturchio received an A B. in history from
Princeton University and a Ph.D. in the history and soci ol ogy of
science fromthe University of Pennsylvania. He was Associate
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Sm t hsoni an Nati onal Museum of Anerican Hi story. After a
sojourn on the senior staff of the AT&T Archives, Dr, Sturchio
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James J. Bohning holds the B.S., MS., and Ph.D. degrees in
chem stry, and has been a nenber of the chem stry faculty at
Wl kes College since 1959. He was chair of the Chem stry
Departnment for sixteen years, and was appointed chair of the
Departnment of Earth and Environnental Sciences in 1988. He has
been associated with the devel opnent and nanagenent of the oral
hi story program at the Beckman Center since 1985, and was el ected
Chair of the Division of the History of Chem stry of the American
Chem cal Society for 1987.
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