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ABSTRACT

Tim Hughes grew up in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, one of eight children whose father
was a surgeon. Hughes took a degree in business from St. Francis University and started his
own business, which has thriven and expanded. He now lives in Whitpain Township.
Hughes first heard about asbestos hazard when he bought a house in Ambler, but
asbestos was only vaguely mentioned; the two remediated piles were considered safe, and the
three remaining piles were unnoticed or ignored. By coincidence, his father, a thoracic surgeon,
might have treated early cases of asbestos-related disease. Hughes first became really aware of
asbestos when a developer petitioned to build a seventeen-story high-rise on one of the
unremediated piles. Hughes put together a flyer with pictures of how the high-rise would make
Ambler look, and he and his wife distributed the flyers to as much of the citizenry as they could.
Many people became concerned then, and Citizens for a Better Ambler (CBA) was formed. The
CBA paid for a feasibility study that demonstrated the infeasibility of the developer’s promise to
“take care of” the asbestos, and after a year the Borough of Ambler Council vetoed the highrise; by then, however, the CBA’s research, aerial photos, money spent, signatures gathered, and
legal advice had persuaded the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to put the site on
the National Priorities List (NPL), and the site became BoRit Asbestos Area. At that point the
EPA formed a community advisory group (CAG), with CBA as its nucleus. Hughes credits
Sharon McCormick with much of the hard work. Hughes remained on the CAG for a year or so
and is generally pleased with the remediation done so far. He keeps up with the CAG’s activities
through emails from Robert Adams; he thinks Ambler is safe from asbestos right now, but
points out that Kane Core, the proposed high-rise location, has not changed.
Hughes considers flooding to be Ambler’s main problem right now. The town’s
revitalization has also led to a dearth of parking. He says that the Boiler House is a beautiful and
ecologically friendly example of this revitalization; Richard Mattison’s former mansion grounds
are being developed into homes and condominiums, and the mansion itself retained. Hughes
says the most important lesson for other communities is to discover the truth and to promulgate
it; the CBA members were dismissed at first, but they persevered, and now Ambler residents are
well-informed about asbestos problems. He also thinks that continuing institutional oversight is
crucial, pointing out the decay of the previous remediation. He is very proud of the CBA-turnedCAG’s accomplishments and success and of his role in that success. He is proud of the friends
he made as a result of his involvement and proud of the citizens of Ambler.
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