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ABSTRACT

Allan S. Hay begins the interview with a description of his
secondary and under graduate education in Alberta. After briefly
descri bing his graduate work at the University of Illinois and a
summer job at Du Pont, he begins the story of his career at
General Electric. There, after only a very short tinme, he was
able to oxidize xylenol to synthesize PPO. Hay focuses on the
practical applications as well as the chem cal aspects of the
progress that occurred in plastics research (including the
devel opnents of Noryl and U tem during his career as both a
research chem st and a manager at G E. He concludes with a bit
of insight into what |ies ahead in polymer research and
devel opnent .

| NTERVI EMERS

Leonard Fine is Professor of Chem stry and Director of
Under graduate Studies in Chem stry at Colunmbia University. His
special interests include polyner chem stry and materials
science, industrial inorganic and organic chem stry, engineering
pl astics, problenms in solid waste managenent and the recovery and
recycling of post-consunmer plastics. Anobng his recent
publications are two practical manuals on principles and
practices of infrared spectroscopy and a general chem stry
t ext book for engineers and scientists. He holds a B.S. in
chem stry from Marietta College and a Ph.D. in chem stry fromthe
University of Maryland at Col |l ege Park.

George Wse is a comunications specialist at the General
El ectric Research and Devel opment Center in Schenectady, New
York. He holds a B.S. in engineering physics from Lehigh
University, an MS. in physics from University of M chigan, and a
Ph.D. in history from Boston University. He worked briefly as a
systenms engi neer before entering his current career in public
relations. He has published a book and several articles about
the history of industrial reserach, invention and science. His
current research interest is how people can learn from history.
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