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1956-1966 Vice-President, Technical Director
1966-1975 Senior Vice-President, Research



ABSTRACT

Dr. Robert Armstrong describes his childhood in Nebraska
and Arizona and how he managed to support himself through
undergraduate and graduate studies at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology. He recollects the faculty at MIT and
the support that some of his teachers gave him during his stay
there. After graduate research, Armstrong moved to the U.S.
Rubber Company, where he coupled investigations of rubber
vulcanization with pioneering research on radical
polymerization; he early recognized the value of systematic
studies of copolymerization. During World War II he was
persuaded to work at the North American Rayon Company and he
briefly alludes to the conditions he found at their production
plant. Soon after WWII, Armstrong started his career at the
Celanese Corporation, which was to last until his retirement.
He describes his functions as he progressed up the corporate
ladder and also outlines his involvement with the establishment
of the Research Triangle Institute.

INTERVIEWER

James J. Bohning holds the B.S., M.S., and Ph.D.
degrees in chemistry, and has been a member of the chemistry
faculty at Wilkes College since 1959. He was chair of the
Chemistry Department for sixteen years, and was appointed chair
of the Department of Earth and Environmental Sciences in 1988.
He has been associated with the development and management of
the oral history program at the Beckman Center since 1985, and
was elected Chair of the Division of the History of Chemistry of
the American Chemical Society for 1987.
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